difficulty in tracing their history, owing to the vague statements and the uncertain knowledge of the patients themselves concerning the family history of such diseases, and the limited opportunities afforded us for testing their accuracy. It is proposed, therefore, to pass over very briefly the consideration of such cases, as it is not from them that much information can be derived regarding either the extent or the limits of morbid inheritance; and consequently a few well-marked cases of pectoral and abdominal diseases, with such other cases as may appear to be useful for the purpose of exhibiting the influence of sex, will be sufficient to complete this division of the subject.
Among the illustrations of the influence of sex in hereditary diseases of the respiratory organs may be mentioned the frequency with which consumption has been observed to be so restricted in its de- velopment. Reference was made in a former paper on the subject* to the statistics obtained from the Hospital for Consumption atBrompton, which, to a certain exteut, confirmed this point; but, as statistics have merely a limited value in a subject of this kind, it will be desirable to quote some individual cases of the disease, in order to show the extent to which this influence of sex prevails. In a case at present under my observation of advanced phthisis in a woman, aged forty-two years, the mother died of cancer of the womb at the age of fifty-three years, and the father died of asthma at the age of fifty-seven years, whilst the paternal grandmother died of phthisis; this patient is the seventh child of a family consisting of five sons and six daughters. Of the sons, one aged forty-seven years, and another aged forty years, are in good health; of the daughters, one died of phthisis at the age of twenty-four years, and another at the age of thirty-one years; the other children died in infancy, or soon afterwards. In this case it is * British and Foreign Medico-Cliirurgical Review, July, 1861, p. 208.
Original Communications. [July, to be noticed that the disease was transmitted by atavic descent from the paternal grandmother to three grand-daughters, and that although there were five grandsons in the family, none of them inherited the disease.
In The four daughters all died of phthisis, whilst the son, aged forty years at the date referred to, was quite healthy. Dr. Cotton has informed me of the case of a family which consisted of a father, mother, five daughters, and a son. The mother and four daughters died of phthisis; the father, son, and one daughter are now living; the father and son are quite free from the disease, but the daughter is affected with scrofula in a marked degree. In the case of Mrs.
to atavic inheritance; and at the same time it is to be observed tliat in all of them asthma affected the immediate parent from whom the inheritance was probably derived, for in the first case of phthisis cited, in which three daughters inherited the disease from their grandmother through a parent affected with asthma, and also in other cases of disease which have come under my observation, there seems to be an antagonistic relation between phthisis and asthma, which assists in maintaining the influence of sex by limiting the development of the disease.
"An old couplc," observes Dr. Greenhovr, "who both survived to the age of more than eighty years, lost all their sons by phthisis, whilst their daughters escaped. In a second case, in which also both parents survived to an advanced age, the five daughters all died of phthisis, while the sons were exempt. In a third case, six out of seven daughters died of phthisis under thirty years of age; the seventh went to India, where she also died about the age of forty years ; but the only two sons are alive and well. In none of these cases was either parent phthisical; but it is worthy of note that all three mothers were asthmatical, the fathers being in each case healthy."
With respect to other affections of the respiratory regions, Gintrac* observed a case of spasmodic constriction of the larynx in a father and son.
Lefebret informs us that he derived the complaint from his father.
Alibertij: relates the case of a boy, aged seven years, who experienced difficulty of breathing at the beginning of winter, and whose father had .died of asthma; and he knew a family in which the brothers became asthmatic at the age of forty years, indicative of the atavic inheritance of the disease; for, as Sir John Forbes justly observes,? " In most of the cases the history of which we have investigated, while we have rarely failed to find some one of the near relations or progenitors of the patient subject to asthma, we have very often found the immediate parents to have been free from it;" and Floyei'|| relates an interesting case of a man who was attacked with asthma at the age of twenty-five years, and whose " grandfather had the asthma, and died of it about the fortieth year of his age; but his father and mother were very healthful, and never had any asthma." With regard to the female sex, I have at present under observation the case of a woman, aged forty years, who has suffered severely from asthma since the age of thirty years. Her mother, still living, has also suffered from the same disease since the same age. DnchampH observed a case in which a mother and her daughter were similarly affected. Piorry** records a case of hereditary asthma affecting a mother, daughter, granddaughter, and great-granddaughter; and another case, in which a woman suffering from asthma had lost her father, mother, brother, and two sisters, showing that, as both parents had suffered from the dis-
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Original Communications. [July, ease, the children of both sexes had alike shared in the inheritance. In one of my cases of acute rheumatism with disease of the heart, affecting a lad, aged thirteen years, the father and the paternal uncle had also suffered from rheumatism, from which it may be inferred that the disease had probably been derived from a previous generation. Respecting the effect produced in the first class ot cases, it seems to be well-established that the peculiarities of a male that has once had fruitful intercourse with a female are more or less liable to be transmitted to the succeeding male offspring; and as regards the effect produced in the second class of cases, it is apparently still greater, for if we can admit the evidence of Strzeleckit on this subject, it appears that whenever a fruitful intercourse takes place between au aboriginal female, as, for example, of Australia and a European male, " the native female is found to lose the power of conception on a reuewal of intercourse with the male of her own race, retaining only that of procreating with the white man." It is, moreover, probable that the unfruitfulness which attends the promiscuous intercourse of those who live by the unlawful pleasures of others is intimately associated with the above physiological facts.
In considering, therefore, the effects of hybridism and this allied condition, it is necessary to determine not only the purity of the race on each side, but also the purity of the individual, before we can accept any conclusions drawn from this kind of evidence; for where the blood is thus permanently affected, and the system is liable to undergo 
